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 BRODEURBITS 
 

[Brodeurbits is a regular compilation of writings and ram-
blings from the First Selectman and others and elsewhere, 
some profound, others mundane; all hopefully of interest 
and import, aimed at communicating and informing.]  
 

[This month: Gratitude and Vicissitude, The Voice of the 
Turtle and The Flight of the Bats, In Memoriam and On 

Memorial Day] 
 

The annual Town Budget Hearing is scheduled for Monday, 
May 9, 2016 at 7 p.m. at the Eastford Elementary School; 
the annual Budget Town Meeting will take place on Mon-
day, May 23, 2016, also at 7 p.m., also at the School. This 
has been a volatile [gross understatement] budget prepara-
tion year filled with fiscal and visceral vicissitudes, given 
the vagaries, the ups-and-downs, of State budgets in the 
form of Legislative and Gubernatorial “deficit mitigation 
plans” and various and sundry, and not necessarily con-
sistent, concurrent or congruent budget proposals. 

Thank you to our advertisers & donors! 
The Communicator APPRECIATES  

& NEEDS your donations!! 
Donors & businesses 

 who advertise in The Eastford Communicator 
make it possible for us to provide 

 local news and information free every month 
 to more than 900 Eastford households. 

Our advertisers offer  
products & services for your every need, 

including gifts & gift certificates. 
Health Care 

Dine In - Take Out - Catering 
Pet Accommodations - Lumber & Hardware 
Fruit, Pies, Local-made Specialties - Crafts 
Beauty & Spa Care - Tax & Legal Services 

Real Estate & Home Services  
Honest Auto Sales & Service...and more! 

Thank you to recent donors: 
Anonymous 

Frances & David Buchholz 
Margarita Halpine 

Brian Holley 
Mary & Robert Parker 
Russ & Debra Reynolds 

You are keeping the Communicator alive! 
Please patronize our advertisers &  

Thank donors & advertisers for supporting  
YOUR  Eastford Communicator 

Please send donations to: 
Eastford Communicator 

P.O. Box 253, Eastford, CT 06242 

May, 2016 Calendar 
2    Maypole Celebration, EES, 2:15pm     
      Fiddle&Song, EES, 3:30-5:pm &5-8pm       
      School Readiness Council, EES, 6pm 
      BOS, TOB, 7pm 
3    Conservation & Historic Comm, TOB, 7pm 
4    Special BOS, TOB, 9am 
      Adult Basketball, EES, 6:30pm 
      Nahaco Commission, Nahaco, 7pm 
5    Gentle Yoga, TOB, 1-2pm 
6    Yoga, TOB, 8:15-9:15am 
9    Fiddle&Song, EES, 3:30-5:pm &5-8pm 
      Yoga, TOB, 5:30-6:30pm  
      Clean Energy, TOB, 7pm 
      Town Budget Hearing, EES, 7pm 
10  Planning Commission, TOB, 7pm 
11  Experience Eastford/Heritage Day Cmte, TOB, 10am 
      Recreation Commission, TOB, 2pm 
      Registrars of Voters, TOB, 5-7pm 
      Adult Basketball, EES, 6:30pm 
12  Historic Archives Work, TOB, 10am-12pm 
      Seniors Car Caravan, depart TOB, 11am 
      Gentle Yoga, TOB, 1-2pm 
      BOE, EES, 7pm 
13  Yoga, TOB, 8:15-9:15am 
14-15  Town-Wide Tag Sales 
16  Fiddle&Song, EES, 3:30-5:pm &5-8pm 
      Yoga, TOB, 5:30-6:30pm 
      Book Discussion, Library, 7pm 
17  Grade 4 Spring Concert, EES, 2pm 
      Republican Town Committee, Library, 7pm 
18  Communicator Deadline 
      Adult Basketball, EES, 6:30pm 
19  Historic Archives Work, TOB, 10am-12pm 
      Gentle Yoga, TOB, 1-2pm 
20  Yoga, TOB, 8:15- 9:15am 
      Buell Family Presentation, TOB, 7pm 
23  Fiddle&Song, EES, 3:30-5:pm &5-8pm 
      Yoga, TOB, 5:30-6:30pm 
      Town Budget Meeting, EES, 7pm 
24  Transfer Station Committee, TOB, 1pm 
      Democratic Town Committee, Library, 7:30pm 
25  Special BOS, TOB, 9am 
      Registrars of Voters, TOB, 5-7pm 
      Adult Basketball, EES, 6:30pm 
26  Historic Archives Work, TOB, 10am-12pm 
      Gentle Yoga, TOB, 1pm-2pm 
      Inland Wetlands Commission, TOB, 7pm 
      Library Board, Library, 7pm 
27  Yoga, TOB, 8:15am-9:15am 
28  Band & Chorus Concert, EES, 7pm 
30  Memorial Day Events (see p. 5) 
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     In recent weeks, we have lost two people who for many 
years were integral threads in the tapestry of life in 
Eastford. An Eastford Memorial Day would not have been 
the same, and, in fact, over a long span of time, would nev-
er have taken place without Charlie Sanga. Nor would it 
have been the Eastford Transfer Station without Lil, long-
time attendant Lillian Bennett. We pause to remember 
them and to thank them once again, albeit posthumously 
but no less sincerely, for what they contributed to their 
Town and to those who live in it. 
    Current Attendant Michael Schultz has brought an added 
dimension to the Eastford Transfer Station—the sound of 
classical music. On a recent Saturday, I visited Co-Mingled 
and Bulky Waste and Household to the sound of Gregorian 
Chant. Where else can you unload your trash and uplift 
your soul? 
    The Eastford Memorial Day Celebration this year will be 
on Monday, May 30th. Services and military salutes will be 
at 8:30 a.m. at the General Lyon Cemetery and at 9 a.m. at 
Grove Cemetery. The Parade jumps off at 9:30 a.m. from 
the School and will be followed by the traditional Memori-
al Day Ceremony at the Ivy Glenn Memorial. 
    For the First Quarter of Calendar Year 2016, the total 
construction value of all permits issued by Building Offi-
cial Joseph Pajak totaled $98,750. 
    Robert Williams has served with distinction for two 
years as the Municipal Agent for the Elderly for Eastford. 
His term ended at the end of April and he notified the 
Board of Selectmen of his intention not to continue in the 
position for another term. The Board, meeting on April 11, 
accepted, with regret, Bob’s resignation and commended 
him for his sense of community and his concern for, and 
work on behalf of, Eastford’s elderly. The Williams resig-
nation results in the need to recruit a new Municipal Agent 
for the Elderly. Connecticut Statutes mandate that each 

town appoint such an Agent.  These Agents assist elders 
by disseminating information regarding available commu-
nity resources and potential benefits. They make referrals 
to a wide variety of service and benefit programs and help 
older adults apply for government programs. Also, Ken 
Andersen has informed me that he wishes to step down as 
Chair of the Town’s Clean Energy Task Force; so there is 
a pending vacancy in Clean Energy leadership. We always 
have need for new volunteers, new recruits.  Beyond the 
Elderly Agent and Clean Energy there are opportunities to 
serve on Commissions such as Recreation and Planning. I 
solicit your participation; give me a call or stop by the 
Selectmen’s Office. 
    It is Spring, and as it says in the Song of Solomon, “the 
voice of the turtle is heard in our land.” In Eastford, it will 
be the sound of construction and Public Works projects. A 
drainage improvement project will be underway at the 
Ashford/Westford Road intersection and adjacent area. 
The drainage system components are failing and need to 
be replaced. Crystal Pond Road will be paved from French 
Road to Route 171. The Board of Selectmen has voted to 
award the contract for removal and replacement of the fuel 
oil tank at the School to Rivco Construction and the con-
tract for the Transfer Station cover and framing project 
was awarded to LaRoche Builders, LLC. A sinking catch 
basin in front of the School has been repaired and soon a 
septic tank immune to being damaged by vehicular traffic, 
particularly trucks, will replace the current tank at the 
Town Office Building. A new, back-up well has been in-
stalled to serve both the School and the Town Office 
Building. We are awaiting final approval from the State 
Department of Health, an approval caught up in the State 
laudably expanding its testing parameters and criteria as a 
result of the Flint, Michigan water crisis. 
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GOV. MALLOY REMINDS  US :           
IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING 
From Deb Richards, Eastford Emergency Preparedness 
Director 
     Connecticut’s 24/7 Homeland Security Tip Line is 
Available at 1-866-HLS-TIPS 
     In the wake of the terror attacks in Brussels, Governor 
Dannel P. Malloy today is reminding those in Connecti-
cut to be aware of their surroundings and if they see 
something suspicious, say something by contacting au-
thorities. 
    “Keeping our citizens safe is our number one priority, 
and the public’s vigilance is critical to keeping authorities 
informed and protecting Connecticut from potential 
threats,” Governor Malloy said.  “There are currently no 
credible threats to the United States or Connecticut, but 
we cannot be complacent.  Please be aware of your sur-
roundings at all times and report any suspicious activity 
immediately to the proper authorities.” 
    People who see something out of the ordinary should 
call the state’s 24-hour Homeland Security Tip Line at 1-
866-HLS-TIPS (1-866-457-8477).  If immediate attention 
is necessary, people should call 9-1-1 and inform the op-
erator about what they saw and what struck them as con-
cerning. 
 
  Fundraiser For Howard Budd 
By Carol Davidge 
Many of us know that Eastford’s wonderful Howard 
Budd is facing the challenge of a lifetime as he battles 
invasive cancer. If you would like to donate to a fundrais-
er on behalf of Howard, please make your check payable 
to: Eastford Baptist Church AND write H. Budd in the 
memo line, then bring or mail to Bowens Garage, P.O. 
Box 8, Eastford, CT 06242.  

Merlo’s Home Improvement 
         >Custom Kitchens  >Bathroom Vanities 
         >Entertainment Centers           >Hutches 
         >Interior Finish Work                >Exterior Finish Work 
         >Additions                                   >Remodeling 
         >Garages                                 >Roofing 
 

 Lauren Merlo 
Eastford, CT 

(860) 974-3331 

860- 

MIDWAY PIZZA RESTAURANT 

We Specialize In 
American & Italian Dishes 

Pizza, Fresh Seafood 
And More! 

Route 44 
Ashford, CT 06278 
Peter & George Lytras                       429-1932 

The Eastford Communicator 

 

     The major construction project underway in Town is 
the replacement of the Mill Bridge Road Bridge over 
Bungee Brook.  The project, contracted out to Mattern 
Construction, began in earnest on April 18, following ini-
tial utility work and tree removal consistent with Federal 
and State environmental parameters regarding the identi-
fied habitat in the area of the long-eared bat, an endan-
gered species. 
    As we Spring ahead, one Winter note: the Public Works 
crew was out plowing and doing related Winter road 
chores 18 times this year as compared to 38 times last 
year. The budget and salt and road material usage benefit-
ed substantially from a more mild Winter of 2015-2016. 
     The Eastford Food Pantry is an important source of 
assistance to those in need. It is also an ongoing manifes-
tation of the caring and generosity of townspeople of all 
ages. Recent donations came from Cub Pack 62 and the 
Eastford Baptist Church Olympians. Cubmaster Tim 
Rourke informs me that the Bears den, led by Amy and 
Chris Murphy of Eastford, spearheaded the Cubs collec-
tion effort at a recent Pack meeting. The Baptist Church 
Olympians, with Adam Minor as Youth Leader, collected 
some 160 items for the Food Pantry. The Olympians, 
some 20 in number, are in the six to twelve year age 
groups, First Grade to Sixth Grade. Applause and thanks 
to all these young people and to their leaders. 
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Breakfast & Lunch Daily 
Dinner Wed-Sat 5-8pm  

(Check Website for Specials) 
Sandwiches, Organic Coffee, Baked Goods - WIFI 

Hamburgers, Build Your Own Subs - BYOB 
Hours: Sun 8am-4pm Mon 7am-4pm Tues 7am-7pm 

Wed thru Sat, 7am-8pm 
Call-in Orders & Catering Available 
www.coriandercafeeastford.com 

(860) 315-7691 
192 Eastford Road  Eastford, CT 06242 

 

  Library News  
By:  Susan Shead 
 
     The Library Board would like to thank John Lorusso 
for the wonderful gardening discussion that was held at 
the library on March 17th.  Many people turned out for this 
excellent presentation. 
     The Eastford Public Library book discussion will meet 
on Monday May 16th at 7:00PM to discuss The Boston 
Girl.   The Boston Girl is The Eastford Public Library’s 
book selection of the Quiet Corner Reads author Anita 
Diamant.  Copies of the book are available at the library.  
Please join us! 
     A few facts celebrating the 120th anniversary of the 
library.    On June 14, 1926 a special town meeting was 
held at which a letter of the board of trustees of the Meth-
odist Chuch was read.  The church was offering its build-
ing in Eastford Center to the town for $200 with building 
and site to be used forever for a library.  Voting ac-
ceptance of the offer, the town appropriated $200 for the 
purchase and appointed a committee of three men and two 
women to investigate and plan the adaption of the building 
for town purposes. 
     On June 11th in honor of the above anniversary of the 
library a tea will be held at the library in honor of Ivy 
Glenn.! Everyone in invited to come down to learn more 
about the Glenn family and their generosity to our com-
munity. 
     There are discount passes available for Mystic Aquari-
um, Roger Williams Park Zoo, The New England Air Mu-
seum, and free admission passes to the New Britain Muse-
um of American Art, The Wadsworth Atheneum and Con-
necticut’s Old State House.  We also have coupons for 
20% off admission to the Connecticut Science Center.  
 
The library will be closed on Monday May 30th in ob-
servance of Memorial Day. 
   
The library hours are Monday 3-8pm, Tuesday 10am 
to 8pm, Thursday 3-8pm and Saturday 9am to 1pm. 
 

Legal Notice 
Town of Eastford 

Republican Caucus 
 
Notice is hereby given that there will be a Caucus of en-
rolled members of the Republican Party in Eastford on 
Tuesday May 17, 2016 at 7 p.m. in the Library, for the pur-
pose of selecting party-endorsed candidates for the office 
of Justice of the Peace. 
Attest: Jennifer Page, Chairman 
April 11, 2016 

Eastford Food Pantry 
By Steve Broderick 
  
The Food Pantry extends a very hearty “THANK YOU!!” 
to the many residents of Eastford who have helped replen-
ish supplies to our pantry.  A particular thank you goes out 
to the Eastford Cub Scouts and to the Eastford Congrega-
tional Church Awana Youth Group for their food collec-
tions this month.  
     Please note that financial donations are also critical and 
allow us purchase items essential to a balanced diet that 
may be missing from our pantry. Eastford residents in need 
who would like to avail themselves of the food pantry can 
place a confidential call anytime to Steve or Karen at 974-
1618, or contact the First Selectman’s Office. 

TOWN OF EASTFORD 
ANNUAL BUDGET HEARING 

FISCAL YEAR 2016-2017 
Monday, May 9, 2016 7:00 pm 

EASTFORD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYMNASIUM 
A Public Hearing will be held on Monday, May 9, 2016 at 

7:00 pm in the Eastford Elementary School Gymnasium for 
the Town Government and Board of Education budgets for 

the fiscal year 2016-2017. 
Copies of the budgets are available on May 2, 2016 at the 

Town Office Building, Eastford Elementary School and the 
Library. They will also be available at the hearing. 

Board of Selectmen 
Town of Eastford 
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Eastford Memorial Day  
Celebration 
Monday, May 30th          

 

Memorial Services and Military Salutes: 
8:30 a.m.  General Lyon Cemetery 

9:00 a.m.  Grove Cemetery   

Memorial Day Parade  
9:30 a.m. Parade begins at the Eastford Elementary School  

Community members are invited to participate in the parade. 

Memorial Day Ceremony  
Immediately following the parade  

A Memorial Day Ceremony will be held at the Ivy Glenn Memorial. The ceremony includes an 
invocation, the recognition of an Eastford Veteran, the laying of a memorial wreath by the scouts, a Military 
Salute, and musical presentations by the Eastford Singers, the Woodstock Coronet Band, and Eastford Elemen-
tary School Students. 

All are welcome to attend! 
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Board of Education 
Linda Loretz, Superintendent 
 
     At its April meeting, the Board of Education set the last 
day of school on June 16, 2016. The eighth grade gradua-
tion will be held on June 15.  
     To fill the vacancy on the Board of Education, John 
Barlow was appointed as a new Board member. 

Track and Field 2016 
By Julie Fox 
 
 Track season is upon us once again in Eastford 
and it is good to see so many students returning to the 
team or deciding to try track for the first time.  As a sport 
track and field offer a variety of events for students to try 
out.  The team sport also helps develop good sportsman-
ship and a team player mentality.  Finally it offers to the 
community an opportunity to provide instruction and 
guidance in activities that many parents have themselves 
participated in. 
 Track and Field is comprised of running, jump-
ing and throwing events.  Running events can be short, 
such as the 100 or 200 meter race, or longer, such as the 
800 or 1600 meter events.  Running races can be individ-
ual or they can be team events such as the 4 by 100 or 4 
by 400 relays.  These team races require a foursome to 
work as a group to complete the event.  Also available 
are jumping events such as the long jump and high jump.  
Events, such as discus and shotput, round out the events 
available to track team members. 
 While many of the events of the track season are 
individual events the support of the team is crucial to the 
individual athlete in completing the event.  The event, 
such as the 800 or 1600, can be long and grueling.  The 
competition from other schools can be intense and some-
times over-whelming.  This is when the encouragement 
and support of fellow team members is most important.  
The words of encouragement and cheering help members 
to persevere and give them the confidence to finish.  It 
helps the members remember that it is the participation 
that is most important. 
 Finally, the track season provides the parents and 
community members with an opportunity to give guided 
instruction and demonstrations of skills that they them-
selves excelled at.  Former discus and shot put throwers 
have provided tips and strategies while former jumpers 
and runners have given valuable technique to improve 
student performance.  As in past seasons, persons with 
track experience are always welcome and an important 
part of the season. 
 Eastford will participate in five regular meets 
this year and finish the season with the championship 
held in Griswold at the end of May.  The schedule is 
available online at the Eastford Elementary School web-
site.  We appreciate family and community support.  We 
hope to see you there. 

     The Board received Building Committee Minutes for the 
Oil Tank Removal and Replacement Project. Rivco Con-
struction, LLC, from Burlington, CT has been hired as the 
contractor for this project. Further information can be found 
at http://www.eastfordct.org/oiltank 
     Regulations related to Policy 3515, Request for Use of 
School Facilities, were reviewed at the meeting. The form 
was revised to reflect our current security procedures. The 
form and regulations can be found at http://
www.eastfordct.org/BuildingUse 
    The Board reviewed updates to the education section of 
the Development and Conservation Report developed by 
the towns in northeastern Connecticut. 
     The Board of Education reviewed proposed cuts in Edu-
cational Cost Sharing (ECS) that is the primary source of 
state aid to municipalities. They set a special Board of Edu-
cation meeting on April 26, 2016 to further discuss possible 
budget cuts. 
Union Society Building Committee Report 
We Need Items for May Town Tag Sale 
By Carol Davidge, Chair 
 
The USBC would like to know if you have tag sale items 
that could help us raise funds for the town-owned historic 
Union Society of Phoenixville House. The Town-wide Tag 
Sale is May 14 and 15. If you would like to donate items 
that are in good shape, please email car-
ol.davidge@snet.net. 
    The USBC thanks Margherita Nichols-Shaw and Arvind 
Shaw and Ken and Suzanne Andersen for their legacy do-
nations to help preserve the building.  
    The Union Society of Phoenixville House served as a 
gathering place for immigrant families, starting in the 
1850s. The mission was to teach children to read because 
even into the 20th Century most rural children did not at-
tend school because of long days of work on farms or in 
factories (up to 14 hours per day). It also served as a gath-
ering place. All were welcome regardless of spiritual be-
lief, ethnic heritage, gender or age. The building is listed 
on the State and National Registers of Historic Places and 
is one of only two Union Society buildings in the state of 
Connecticut. The USBC helps raise funds to rehabilitate 
the building. 
    Legacy Memorials - For donations of $100 or more, a 
memorial plaque will acknowledge the donor and list the 
names of individuals being honored. The plaque contains 
names of corporate, foundation and private donors, and is 
displayed at events. All proceeds from fundraisers go to the 
Town of Eastford for improvements to the building, locat-
ed at the junction of Routes 198 and 44.  If you would like 
to make a financial donation, please make your checks pay-
able to: Town of Eastford (write Union Society in the 
memo line), and mail to Union Society Fund, Town of 
Eastford, P.O. Box 98, Eastford, CT 06242. For E-mail: 
carol.davidge@snet.net with “Union Society” in the sub-
ject line. 
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DLM 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

    
   Int/Ext. Trim    Window Replacement 
   Custom Built-Ins   Computer Stations 
   Kitchen Remodeling    Painting Int/Ext 
   Ceramic Tile     Power Washing 

Dan Merlo 
974-1824 

Lic HIC.061598/2 Ref. Available 
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Good News 
 
Star of Prairie Home Companion 
By S.A. and Janet Bouchard 
 
Former Eastford resident Joshua Bouchard recently per-
formed as a featured singer with the Broadway Local 
Chorus on an April 9th live broadcast of A Prairie Home 
Companion at The Town Hall, a national historic land-
mark venue in New York City. Joshua is a graduate of 
Eastford Elementary School and Woodstock Academy.  A 
four time recipient of Eastford’s Ethel Cushing Gardner 
music scholarship, Joshua also graduated with a degree in 
Musical Performance from Ithaca College, and studied at 
the Manhattan School of Music. 
 
UCONN Dean’s List 
By Susan Boyce 
Our son, Aidan Boyce, is a Freshman at the University of 
Connecticut and made the Dean’s List of the Academic 
Center for Exploratory Students for the Fall 2015 semes-
ter.  
 
“Good News” is published on a space-available basis. If 
you have good news to share, please e-mail information 
including your name, address and phone number to: 
eastford.communicator@gmail.com 
 
 

Fiddle & Song 
Tom French 
tomfrench@charter.net 
 
    To participate in the arts is the 
practice of peace.  My chosen art is 
music, but literature, dance, visual 
art, the crafts, the culinary arts, architecture, drama, and 
many other arts are woven into the practice of peace.  
Some are able to make a practical living while engaging 
their artistic soul.  Most others pursue their art regardless 
of remuneration, fitting it into their busy schedule of 
providing for themselves and their families.  Others, 
practice their art, to their own demise, living in poverty 
and dying early in life. 
    What compels an artist to sacrifice her or his self?  
Many scoff at the artist as being ridiculous and wasting 
their lives.  As far as they are concerned, being practical 
is all that matters.  The only objective is to maintain 
one’s own life.  Obviously the artist thinks differently.  
Just as readily, the artist affirms that their art is more im-
portant than their own life.  The artist is compelled to 
share.  The artist looks at a world and knows that they 
must do whatever they can to fill it with beauty.  People 
who witness that beauty learn to stop and absorb that 
beauty.  In beholding beauty, peace arises.  
    Playwrite Berthold Brecht noted that war is the play of 
need and greed.  When hope is lost, a person will desper-
ately kill.  A person with ample power knows that more 
can be gained by force and killing.  Wars are the logical 
extension of practicality, at a point when practicality be-
comes absurd.  And although nations cloak wars as being 
morally right, war is pure ugliness. 
   History is our teacher.  When we look back at civiliza-

tions (ancient Greece) that are long since dead, and even the 
living achievements of civilizations still in existence, what 
do we admire?  It is not their victories; it is their artistic 
achievements that led to epochs of humans at peace.  
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Eastford Independent Fire Company #1, Inc.                     
From: Jeannine Spink, President 
 
     The EIFC extends its sympathy to the family of 
Charles Sanga who recently passed away.  “Charlie” 
joined the company in 1947.  He, along with early mem-
bers, were instrumental in the building of the current fire-
house.   
     The Company responded to 16 medical/fire emergen-
cies in the month of March.  At this time, we are 9 calls 
ahead of where we were last year at the end of March.  
     In cooperative effort, the EIFC and Bungay Fire Bri-
gade scheduled mutual participation drills.   Drills includ-
ed Airborne/Bloodborne Pathogens, CPR/AED, “Active 
Shooters” (an overview of past events that have involved 
shootings) presented by the State Fire Marshal, and Scene 
Preservation with a demonstration by a canine locating 
accelerants.   
     Also included in March’s drills and meetings were the 
monthly business meeting, Line Officer’s Meeting, setting 
up ladders and water pumping exercises. 
     On Tuesday, March 29th, EMS Captain Spink attended 
a “Fall Prevention Community Partners Meeting” held at 
Maple Courts Housing in Killingly, and sponsored by the 
NDDH in cooperation with the National Center for Injury 
Prevention and Control.   The purpose of this meeting was 
to share information between EMS and Day Kimball Hos-
pital therapists i.e., what are the risk factors – biological, 
behavioral and environment that is precipitating falls 
among older adults and the increasing number of “lift as-
sists” EMS is experiencing?    The next Communicator 
will be dedicated to the findings of this council and rec-
ommendations to keep our elders safe. 

 

You want the hair gone - you want it gone now! 
I understand. So do the marketers for all those 
creams, waxes, devices and products that promise to 
remove all your excess hair instantly, painlessly and 
permanently. Quite truthfully, you already know that 
unwanted hair doesn't disappear that easily. Electroly-
sis is different – the continuous progress leads to the 
permanent removal of your unwanted hair.  Simply call 
and we can come up with a plan together. I still have 
some available time slots.  
(Like RS Electrolysis on Face Book for encourage-
ment – you are not alone) 
Renee Schmidt  - Ashford 
RS Electrolysis 860-377-5334 

AS A CONTINUANCE OF LAST MONTH’S COM-
MUNICATOR, PLEASE CONSIDER THESE 

POINTS: 
 
RESIDENTIAL FIRE ALARMS:  With more and more 
people installing home alarm systems, please  consider the 
following: 
BACK UP KEYHOLDER - This is someone who the 

alarm company can call if the alarm goes off.  They can 

let us into your home to properly check out the situation. 
KNOX BOX – This is a box that can be purchased from the 

fire department for $200 and mounted on your home or 
garage.  A set of your house keys is locked inside it, 
with only us having the key to the box.  No one else can 
unlock the box so your keys will be safely locked inside. 

POND OR WATER HOLE:  Did you know that insurance 
companies that write homeowner policies call  local fire 
departments for information on water sources that are 
close to insured dwellings?   This will generally save 
money on your insurance policy.  Please let us know if 
you have a pond or water hole on your property, and 
we’ll log the information into our system. 

 
           Please call 860-974-0630 and leave a message about 
your water source or purchase of a Knox Box and        
      someone will get back to you as soon as possible.   

Recreation News 
By Valerie Katkavick, Chair 
 
The youth basketball program was a success and lots of 
fun for the kids. We will try to keep this spirit alive over 
the summer by offering a free outdoor basketball pro-
gram. Look for details soon, and if you are interested in 
volunteering your time to play with the kids, please let us 
know. We are always in great need of coaches. 
    The Town-wide Yard Sales will be in a few weeks, Sat-
urday and Sunday, May 14 and 15, and we hope everyone 
is getting ready. Maps will be available on line May 3rd 
with periodic updates until the 13th. Please don’t wait til 
the last minute!!! Contact Valerie ~ valkat@charter.net ~ 
with any questions or to have your sale inserted on the 
map. 
 

   WE HELP PUT IT ALL TOGETHER

Our experienced team of navigational 
partners offers customized financial

 planning & wealth management
 to help ensure your FINANCIAL STRATEGY 

stays CONNECTED TO YOUR GOALS

        697 POMFRET STREET
                    POMFRET CENTER, CT 06259

                   860-928-2341
  WWW.WEISSANDHALE.COM 
       

We offer custom managed investment programs best suited for
portfolios over $500,000. Securities and advisory services offered through 

Commonwealth Financial Network, Member FINRA/SIPC, 
a Registered Investment Adviser

      Plan Well. Invest Well. Live Well.TM

WEISS & HALE
FINANCIAL, LLC



9 

The Eastford Communicator 

 ATTORNEY MICHELE ANN PALULIS 
Bankruptcy, Real Estate, Estate Planning, 

Personal Injury, Probate, Elder  
Law & Title 19 Assistance/Planning  

(& more!) 
www.attorneypalulis.com 

michele@attorneypalulis.com 
930 Route 169, Woodstock CT 

(860) 928-0506 

Eastford Seniors 
By Linda SM dos Santos 
 
     The Spring Potluck Dinner was on Wednesday, April 
6 at the Congregational Church of Eastford. Those that 
braved the surprise snowfall joined in an animated dis-
cussion of the Genealogical History of Eastford. It was 
amazing to note how many Eastford Families could trace 
their roots back to New York. Some of this year’s pot-
luck included Homemade Chile, Chicken Fried Rice and 
Pasta with Cheese Casserole. Candy provided by the 
CVS in Putnam & Cookies baked by the Eastford Ele-
mentary School Student Council were delightful. 
     On Thursday, April 28 from 6 to 8 PM at the 
Eastford Elementary School’s Curriculum Night, a team 
of students will be available to help seniors with their 
devices, computers, phones, and tablets. Need help 
texting with photos, selecting apps, email, alarms, or 
learning what your phones can do? Candy Mead’s vol-
unteer students will happily help you. 
     The Senior Car Caravan tour to UCONN is re-
scheduled to Thursday, May 12, 2016. (Please re-mark 
your calendars.) The caravan will leave at 11 AM from 
the parking lot of Eastford Elementary School by the 
Town Office Building. Seniors receive the ESC discount 
off selected menu items. Please reserve your seat by 12 
Noon on Mon., May 9 by calling 860-538-8868. 
Eastford Seniors will conduct a brief meeting. 
      The Eastford Assessor’s Office has applications for 
the State Renters’ Rebate Program for the Elderly & 
Disabled, 860-974-0133, assessor@townofeastford.com. 
There is no fee to apply, application period began April 

1 and ends October 1, 2016. State Law requires that a single 
person’s total income be under $35,200 & married person’s 
be under $42,900. Adult Caregivers of Aging Loved Ones 
(ACOALO) holds its meetings the second Thursday of each 
Month at 7:30 PM in the lower level of the Congregational 
Church of Eastford on 8 Church Rd., 860-974-0294, 
www.cceastford.org. We thank Robert Williams for his ser-
vice as Eastford’s Agent for the Elderly. 
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Live Bait 

Eastford Grove Cemetery Association, Inc. 
Notice 

 
Submitted by the Board of Trustees 

 Flags: American flags and Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment Flags will be placed at the cemetery during the 
end of the week prior to the Memorial Day weekend 
(May 25-27, 2016); all flags are removed after Veter-
ans’ Day (November 11th). 

 Veterans Flag Holder: If you are interested in order-
ing a bronze flag holder for your veteran’s flag, con-
tact Linda Torgeson at 860-974-3311 by Friday, 
May 6th.   

 Plot Space Purchase: Over the Memorial Day week-
end, appointments can be made to view the cemetery 
grounds and to select a plot for purchase. Call Lauren 
at 860-974-1349 or Rick at 860-974-3311 to make an 
appointment.   

 Plot Diagrams Available: Plot owners, or a family 
member, may obtain a diagram of their plot by writ-
ing to: EGCA, INC.  P.O. Box 284 Eastford, 06242. 
(electronic versions are available).  Diagrams will 
also be made available at the cemetery on Memorial 
Day.  

 Mowing Season: Between March  15th and 
Thanksgiving,  live flowers only may be planted, or 
placed in plastic pots, within 12”of the base of the 
monument; all artificial flowers, ornaments, and oth-
er objects are not allowed  and will be removed.  

 Donations Appreciated: If you would like to con-
tribute to the beautification of the cemetery and fu-
ture projects, please send your donation, payable to 
the Eastford Grove Cemetery Association, Inc., to:  
P.O. Box 284 Eastford, CT  06242 ( Note:  Grove 
Cemetery does not receive funding from the 
town.) 

For more information, contact a member of the Board of 
Corporators: Joe Andert, Bill Bibeault, Howard 
Budd, Audrey Carabeau, Carol Day, Jim Ellis, Tom 
Fabian, Scott Huri, Alex Kowalchuk, Faye Logee, 
Jim Vaida, Paul Vaida  

Board of Trustees: Lauren Anderson, Herman Barlow, 
Ken Grube, Bev Lindemann, Linda Torgeson,     
Rick Torgeson 

 
               
  
                                                                                                                                

From the Principal’s Desk 
Heather Tamsin 
 
May is an exciting time of the school year! There are many 
wonderful events being held during the month of May. 
Following is information on some of the events, but look to 
our website calendar (www.eastfordct.org) for up-to-date 
information about all events. 
 
 On April 29 at 6:00pm the Drama Club will have a 

Showcase of skits. Contact the school office if you are 
interested in purchasing tickets for the performance. 

 On May 2 at 2:15pm, the kindergarten and eighth 
grade students will have their annual Maypole Cele-
bration. The community is welcome to join us. 

 On May 17 at 2:00pm will be our preschool through 
grade 4 Spring Concert. The students have been work-
ing hard and are looking forward to performing in 
front of an audience.  

 On May 19 at 6:00pm is Preschool/Kindergarten Ori-
entation evening for families of children entering pre-
school or kindergarten next school year. 

 On May 24 at 6:30pm our School Social Worker is 
hosting a parent evening, Home School Relations. 

 May 28 at 7:00pm join us for our annual Band and 
Chorus concert. This concert is a culmination of our 
musicians’ hard work this year. 

 
 

Fri-Sat: 6am-6pm 
Sun: 8am-4pm 
Mon: Closed 
T-W-Th: 7am-5pm 
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Tips for Today - Happy Spring! 
by Liz Ellsworth 
May Baskets are a tradition going back for years. This 
year, either consider making just a few baskets or none at 
all.  Instead of crafting one, consider doing an eco-favor 
for your neighbor or friend, like raking their yard or offer-
ing to drive them to a local eco-community event. Wikipe-
dia notes that these baskets haven’t been popular in recent 
years. May Baskets are “small baskets of sweets or flow-
ers, usually left anonymously on neighbours' door-
steps” (Wikipedia). May is a good time to bring back the 
spirit of a May Basket, and help out Mother Earth at the 
same time. 
ATTENTION 
All articles & news for The Communicator must be submitted to 
Deb Yazo: 
E-mail: eastford.communicator@gmail.com 
Deadline: 2nd Wednesday of each Month 
 
Eastford Communicator Volunteers 
Executive Editor  Carol Davidge 
Composition/Layout Deb Yazo 
News Collection  Deb Yazo 
Volunteers  Ruth Yulo 
   Tom French 
 
All items for The Eastford Communicator must include sub-
mitter’s name, address & telephone, for verification. All items 
submitted are subject to editing. The Communicator reserves 
the right to reject any submissions. Opinions expressed are 
those of the submitters and not necessarily those of The Com-
municator. The Communicator will not print items it regards as 
offensive or slanderous. 

Dear Readers: 

We hope you will contribute to The Eastford Communicator. 
Advertising revenues do not cover printing and postage costs. 
The Communicator is Eastford’s main source of news about local 
events, town government, committees, organizations. We need 
donors to support this effort if we are to continue. If you can, 
please send a donation. Thank you! 

 

Your Name:___________________________________________ 

 

Mailing address_______________________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip______________________Amount:____________   

 

Things you’d like to see covered: _______________________ 

 

Please make checks payable to:  
Eastford Communicator  
P.O. Box 253, Eastford CT 06242 
 

THANK YOU! 

The Volunteer Staff of The Communicator 
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Tom French, Accountant 
Full Accounting & Tax Services 
For Businesses and Individuals 

 
12 Spinnaker Lane, Eastford 

(Located on south shore of Crystal Pond) 
860-974-0197 or tomfrench@charter.net 
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